
   

 

MPHS Modern World History Syllabus:  
Student Signature & Information Sheet 
  
Course Description and Essential Knowledge 

The standards and objectives in the World History course will provide students the opportunity to 

engage in intensive application of the skills, concepts, processes, and knowledge gained in previous 

social studies courses and prepare them to be college, career, and civic ready. Despite there being a 

different overall focus for each subsequent course, students will explore the content through the 

following lenses: inquiry; behavioral sciences; civics and government; economics; geography; and 

history. As students develop cognitively, these lenses become more focused based on the grade-level 

content and disciplinary thinking skills. 

 

World History is designed to be a historical study of societies, nations, economies, events, and cultures 

of the many regions of the world, providing historical background for each area and details inclusive of 

change over time, historical impact, religion, diplomacy, culture practices and beliefs, and economic, 

political, and social institutions. The course is intended to examine the historical development of the 

world and global issues and patterns since 1200. The course also explores underlying themes of: power 

and authority; change and continuity; human-environment interaction; globalization; cultural diffusion; 

and individual and group identity. The standards for this course seek to move beyond the rote teaching 

of world history to the teaching of history in context to the world and global society in which students 

currently live and need to understand.  

 

With this in mind, it is important to note that this course is not designed to be a chronological study of 

history through periodization. The goal of this course is to blend the historical with the contemporary 

and current so that students begin to acquire an understanding of how the historical events and decisions 

of ancient, classical, and modern history have implications or lasting impacts that have influenced the 

world in which we currently live. It is important for students in today’s rapidly evolving global society 

to be able to understand the contemporary patterns and connections of globalization. Likewise, it is 

important they know that in order to do so, one must study the historical precedents and antecedents of 

those patterns and connections. Ultimately, students will be able to use this knowledge to understand 

and engage with the world as collaborative and productive global citizens who are knowledgeable of 

why history matters in a twenty-first-century world. 

 

Course Calendar:  

Quarter 3:.   
• Unit 1: Communities from 1200-1450 (Production and distribution of natural resources, finished 

goods, ideas, and diseases through networks before global interconnectedness of oceanic travel.) 

• Unit 2:  Communities from 1400-1700 (Adaption of technologies that enabled global trade by sea 
or land which created new networks of trade and the exchange of culture and the development 
of interdependence of empires separated from old systems of government and the development 
of new systems that promote independence.) 

• Unit 3: Communities from 1700-1900 (Innovation of technologies, discoveries in science, and the 
promotion of human rights and popular sovereignty will shape new nations, lead to conflict and 
compromise, and foster interdependence. Students will understand that exploration, 
interaction, and innovation can lead to both positive and negative outcomes and have 
intended and unintended consequences.) 

 

Quarter 4: 



   

 

• Unit 4: Communities from 1700-1900: (The struggle between interdependence and 
independence in a new world of imperialism, nationalism, innovation, and alliances brings 
global conflicts and changing ideas of communities and individuals success and happiness.) 

• Unit 5: Communities from 1900-2000. (The competition for natural resources to provide for 
new demands fostered by innovations and inventions which demand interdependence but 
promoted powerful nations to invade weaker nations for expansion.) 

• Unit 6:  Communities from 2000-2020. (The innovations of technology from the 21st century 
bring people and ideas together in new ways that create dynamic change in communication 
that promotes small groups to influence safety and security around the world. 

 

Goals of the Course           

1. Students will acquire depth of knowledge in World History including specific names, terms, and 

concepts as outlined by the eight themes and eight eras in the Standard Course of Study. 

2. Students will weave together the skills and content of both history and geography and learn how they 

affect each other. 

3. Students will consider multiple perspectives, weigh evidence, and make sound judgments about the 

contemporary world  

4. These processes build student confidence as thinkers, historians, and geographers. 

5. Learners will leave prepared for advanced level courses in the social sciences and some of the 

analytical tasks common to the 21st century work world. 

 

Student Progress, Assessment, and Grading 

Evaluation of the student takes the form of formative and summative assessments.  Formative 

assessment generates information of student progress toward proficiency and excellence in meeting the 

goals of the course.  Summative assessments are one-shot measures of student learning and in this 

course there are only two summative assessments- the final exam .  Student evaluation will employ a 

variety of instruments including but not limited to, student reflections, entry and exit slips, multiple 

choice quizzes and tests, essays and class discussions.  Warm ups, in-class reviews, extra help after 

school will be offered to students as needed in order to assure their mastery of the curriculum. Students 

will be able to submit assignments late until the Unit Test has been completed. The goal of instructional 

assignments is to develop the understanding of the student while the Unit Test is a formal and final 

assessment of the understanding of the goals of the unit. 

 

Interim and Quarter grades indicate what the student knows about the content and what they can do with 

that knowledge at a specific point in time and will be calculated using a total point system based on the 

following: content, skills, homework and projects. 

 

The final course grade reflects the student’s progress toward mastery of content and skills from January 

to June.  Final course grades are determined based on the following categories with consideration for the 

overall trend: 

• Grade earned in the third quarter:    37.5% 

• Grade earned in the fourth quarter:    37.5% 

• Grade earned on the final state exam:    25%  

 

The instructor reserves the right to consider the student’s progress and growth over the entire 

school year when determining the final grade. 

 



   

 

Faculty members will be available for remediation and assistance on class period TigerTime and after 

school by appointment.   

 

Expectations: 

1. Arrive to class on time and come to Class prepared.  Students should bring a spiral notebook with 

pockets or a 3-hole notebook and pen/pencil to class every day.  Many assignments will be found 

digitally but the students will keep notes for review purposes. 

2. Student work accountability. Students are responsible for completing ALL assignments.  Students 

can request an extension for some assignments but extensions are not granted for routine 

assignments.  Work that is excessively late detracts from student learning.  The instructors of this 

course believe that responsibility for learning is an essential outcome of the course as well, and as 

such, all late work handed in after the associated unit test, though always accepted, may be subject to 

reduction of credit. Most assignments will be due at the end of the class they were assigned, there 

will be a variety of activities that will encourage learning through the use of historical skills. 

However, students will have access to the assignment for five school days to allow for students who 

are absent or work at a slower pace. All assignments must be completed before the Unit Test. Unit 

Test can be made up during TigerTime or after school. Students should review material before the 

test and no assignments will be accepted after the student takes the Final Assessment for the Unit. If 

students find themselves in extenuating circumstances due to excused absences a conference should 

be held with the teacher, the student, the student’s guardians, a guidance counselor and tother 

support staff to develop a plan to improve achievement and successful completion of the course..   

3. Be organized.  ALL assignments, notes, and handouts should be kept in your notebook/binder 

because it is being graded.  If you are absent, you should get any missed assignments from Canvas.  

You are responsible for all materials covered in class, including videos, presentations, and 

supplementary readings.   

4. Do your own work (No plagiarism or cheating).  Students are expected to complete their own work, 

sharing work or taking turns completing assignments is still cheating. Opportunities will be given for 

group assignments, but this will not be the case for reading notes or review guides.  Any student who 

gives or receives unauthorized help (including materials) on quizzes, tests, or other assignments is 

cheating.  Plagiarism - using text from another source, including Internet web sites, without 

permission or citation - is also considered inappropriate.   

5. A classroom is based on RESPECT.   

• You are expected to politely listen to your classmates' opinions and ideas, think about what they 

have said, and contribute yourself.  Throughout the year students will be introduced to different 

cultures, lifestyles, and religions, students must be respectful, not judgmental.  Statements of 

bigotry, intolerance, and racism will be punished with detention, and parents will be contacted. 

•  Respect property that is not your own.  Unless something is yours, do not touch it without 

permission.  This refers to anything belonging to your classmates, the furniture in the room, and 

the teacher's belongings 

•  Conduct yourself appropriately in class.  It is expected that if you create any trash that you put it 

in the waste basket at the front of the room. Discarding trash on the floor, in bookcases will be 

given a detention. Students should refrain from defacing school property, including 

chromebooks, desks, chairs, and walls.  Treat others as you wish to be treated. 

• CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES Cell phones and other electronic 

devices have forever changed our world.  Electronic devices may be used by students at specified 

times but not in this classroom. All electronic devices are to be OFF and UP, during class time, 

the teacher will collect phones at the beginning of class and returned at the end of class. Students 

are expected to surrender their phone if they have had any infractions with phone use during this 



   

 

semester. The silent or vibrate setting is not an acceptable alternative to the device being shut 

down. Electronic devices that are either heard OR seen during restricted times or in restricted 

areas, regardless of the reason, will be confiscated. Please refer to the MPHS Student 

Handbook on line for other school policies which will be enforced in the classroom.  

6. Materials needed. 

• 3-5 subject spiral notebook with pockets or 3-ring binder/notebook 

• Pen and pencil 

• Colored pencils (optional) 

• Ear buds that fit with the school chromebook 

 

Revising & Resubmitting Assessments:  

Retakes are an option designed to help students demonstrate mastery on major assessments. A retake can 

be requested by a student. A retake can also be required by the teacher or a student’s support team (e.g. 

the Individualized Education Plan team or a parent/student/teacher partnership) A retake follows 

additional learning to help achieve mastery. These activities may include test corrections, after school with 

the teacher or peers, and/or other remediation activities created by the teacher or course team.  

 

Additional effort and retakes must be completed within the timeframe established by the teacher to 

accommodate quarterly grade deadlines. Retakes will not be allowed in the last week of the quarter. In 

support of mastery learning, the retake opportunity will be the grade recorded (unless otherwise 

specified by the teacher). 

https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01910456/Centricity/Domain/6166/2019_2020%20MPHS%20Student%20Handbook.pdf
https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01910456/Centricity/Domain/6166/2019_2020%20MPHS%20Student%20Handbook.pdf


   

 

World History Syllabus:  
Student Signature & Information Sheet 
  
 

 
I have read and understand the expectations and procedures described above for World History and 
Geography 1.  Throughout the year I agree to follow and support them, and when I find that I cannot follow 
and support them, I agree to discuss my concerns with my instructor. 
 
Name (printed): _______________________________________ 
 
Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: ____________ 
 
Student’s e-mail address: _______________________________________________________ 
 

Please respond to the following questions. 
Do you have convenient access to a computer and reliable internet access?  Is your access at home or 
someplace else?  Is your access to the computer limited, for example do you share this computer with 
anyone else? 
 
 
 
 
 
What (3) words would you give to describe yourself? 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there anything else you think the instructor should know about you as a student in this course? 
 



   

 

World History Syllabus:  
Parent/Guardian Signature & Information Sheet 
  
 

 
I have read the expectations and classroom procedures described above and will support them.  
Throughout the year I agree to support them, and when I find that I cannot follow and support them, I agree 
to discuss my concerns with my student’s instructor. 
 
 
Name (printed): _______________________________________ 
 
Relationship to student: _________________________________ 
 
Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: ____________ 
 
 

Please provide the following information. 
 
Parent/guardian’s e-mail address: _________________________ 
 
Phone number (home): _________________________________ 
 
Phone number (work): __________________________________ 
 
 

Please respond to the following questions. 
 
What are THREE (3) words/phrases that best describe your son/daughter’s personality? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are TWO (2) words/phrases that best describe your son/daughter academically? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there any additional information that you feel the instructor should know about your student in this 
course? 
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