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Overview
 Participants will …
– Identify the purpose, research base, and components of
the Two-Way SIOP Model
– Define metalinguistic awareness and its role in facilitating
the development of bilingualism, biliteracy, and crosscultural competence
– Analyze language objectives that use the vocabulary,
language function, and grammar approaches
– Explore a practical approach to creating language
objectives that are aligned across language and/or content
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Why Two-Way SIOP?
 Motivated by several factors, including:
– Growth of two-way immersion programs over past two
decades
– Limited availability of pre-service teacher training in TWI
methodology and pedagogy
– Identification of effective practices in sheltered instruction
(SIOP Model), but no guidelines for effective application in
the two-way immersion setting
– Limited information available on the SIOP Model
modifications needed to help further the two-way
immersion goals of bilingualism, biliteracy, and crosscultural competence

The Two Way SIOP Research Project
 Funding: Provided by the Goldman Sachs Foundation
(http://www.gs.com/foundation/)
 Goal: To develop and disseminate a handbook summarizing
key modifications to the SIOP for the two-way immersion
context and providing examples of lessons in two-way
immersion classrooms.
 Report: Available at www.cal.org/twi/twiop.htm
 Participants (2005-2006):
– CAL Staff: Julie Sugarman, Liz Howard, Deborah Short,
Donna Christian, Cate Coburn, Tom Bauder
– Four 50/50 two-way immersion teachers (2 English and 2
Spanish) from a variety of grade levels (k-8) in a single,
mid-Atlantic school district.

The Two-Way SIOP Model
 An enhanced and modified SIOP model
– 8 components, 32 features
– Modified for Two-Way Bilingual Immersion and Dual
Language classroom settings
– Enhanced to include an increased focus
on promoting cultural enrichment and
language equity in the classroom
– Adapted to facilitate the effective use of
bilingual models/pairs to promote
quality peer interactions
– Focused on 4 overarching themes
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Theme 1: Coordinated Instruction
Development of bilingualism & biliteracy
 Explicit coordination across the two program languages
 facilitates metalinguistic awareness and transfer
 promotes higher language and literacy abilities in
both languages
 Provides opportunities to apply and reinforce
higher order thinking skills across languages and
content areas (including metacognition)
 Support through planning time and professional development

Metalinguistic Awareness
 Definition: The ability to reflect upon language and
to compare and contrast features across languages
 Facilitates the development of:
– Bilingualism and Biliteracy
• Phonemic awareness
• Morphological awareness
• Lexical awareness
• Grammatical awareness
• Discourse awareness
– Biculturalism
• Dialectal variations
• Discourse and interaction patterns
• Idioms and figurative language
• Slang and colloquialisms

Metalinguistic Awareness in TWI Classrooms
 A bi-directional process in which students
• Use what they know in one language as a resource for
acquiring and refining their proficiency in the partner
language
• Mutually reinforce cognitive skills and deepen
understanding of linguistic patterns
• Value themselves, and their peers, as burgeoning
“language experts”
• Raise the status of both languages and promote language
equity in the classroom and in the greater community

Two-Way SIOP: Objectives
Lesson Preparation Component
 Plan meaningful activities that integrate lesson concepts
with language practice opportunities for reading, writing,
listening, and/or speaking
 Key Features of this component
‒ Development of clear content objectives
‒ Development of clear language objectives
‒ Development of clear cultural objectives

What Make Objectives Effective?
Content and language objectives are
 Action-oriented, observable, and assessable
 In student-friendly language
 Posted, shared, and reviewed with students
 Clearly supported by class activities

Content Objectives
 Usually drawn from state standards (or CCSS)
 Verbs related to knowledge of the content area
– E.g., identify, analyze, confirm, construct, graph, justify,
solve, measure, investigate, compare, contrast

 Use Bloom’s Taxonomy verbs
Examples:
– Students will be able to solve a two-digit subtraction
problem with regrouping.
– Students will be able to identify the parts of a plant.
– Students will be able to conduct a simple science
investigation.

Language Objectives
 Address the language needed to achieve the content
objectives
 Verbs related to listening, speaking, reading, and writing
– E.g., read, write, listen, list, tell, discuss, label, record, persuade,
debate, compose, draft, explain, narrate, etc.

Examples:
– Students will be able to orally describe steps used to solve
a subtraction problem.
– Students will be able to orally explain the parts of a plant
and their functions to a partner.
– Students will be able to record observations made during a
simple science investigation.

Content vs. Language Objectives

What’s the difference?

Content and Language Objectives
Example 2 - 2nd Grade
Content objective
 Students will be able to identify
the steps in the butterfly life cycle.
Language objective
 Students will be able to
name and explain the steps
of the butterfly life cycle to
a partner.
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Illustration adapted from:Cocoon.org

Choosing Verbs for Objectives
These are some examples; there are others.
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Examples of Content Objectives
 Students will be able to distinguish between goods and
services (or wants and needs).

 Students will be able to identify the natural resources of
colonial North Carolina.
 Students will be able to predict events in a story based
on the book cover and story title.
 Students will be able to group pictures of objects/people by
category (story elements, characters, rhyming words,
historical figures, maps, cultural artifacts, etc.)
 Students will be able to analyze the class rules and identify
why each is important.

Examples of Language Objectives
 Students will be able to make a list of goods and services
(wants and needs).
 Students will be able to define the term cash crop in
writing and explain the meaning orally.
 Students will be able to tell their predictions to a partner
and write prediction paragraphs.
 Students will be able to write about the similarities and
differences between Stellaluna and her adopted siblings.
 Students will be able to recite the class rules and orally
explain how each contributes to maintaining a safe and
orderly school environment.

Two (plus Two) Key Questions
 When writing SIOP language objectives, we
should ask ourselves:



What language will students need to know and use to achieve the
content objective?
How can I move my students’ language proficiency forward in
this lesson?

 When writing Two-way SIOP language objectives,
we should also ask ourselves:



What links can students make between the language of this
content area and another? (alignment across content)
What connections can students make between the language used
in this lesson and corresponding usage in the partner language?
(alignment across program languages)

Important!
“Alignment” or “coordination” across language and
content DOES mean




Lesson planning that includes careful consideration of possible
connections students can make across program languages
and/or content (vocabulary, grammar, cognitive processes)
Lesson delivery that provides explicit instruction to guide
students in making cross-linguistic and/or cross-content
connections

But it DOES NOT mean:



Concepts and key vocabulary are taught in one language, and
then taught again in the partner language (taught twice)
Teachers make connections for students
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Writing Language Objectives
Six approaches to identifying language objectives in a
lesson:
1. Vocabulary needed
2. Language functions required (e.g., describing,
persuading, greeting, summarizing, etc.)
3. Language skills used (reading, writing, listening,
speaking)
4. Grammatical and other structures encountered
5. Tasks students need to complete
6. Possible language learning strategies

Writing Language Objectives:
Let’s Do It Together!
 Social Studies
 Topic: Map Skills
 Content objective: SWBAT to identify basic map features
(Title, Key/Legend, Symbols, Scale, Compass Rose,
streets, intersections) and apply map skills to determine
relative locations of buildings and land features on a city
map.
 STEP ONE: What language (vocabulary) will the
students need to know and use to achieve the content
objective?

Preparing Language Objectives
for Two-Way SIOP Lessons: Vocabulary
1. Determine key content vocabulary, concept words,
and other words as needed.
– SWBAT write and attach labels to an interactive
map using the words and phrases: Title, Compass
Rose, Key/Legend, Symbols, and Map Scale.
– SWBAT point and name buildings and land
features, including: river, lake, park, hospital,
school, grocery store, police station.

Preparing Language Objectives
for Two-Way SIOP Lessons: Function
 Social Studies
 Topic: Map Skills
 Content objective: SWBAT to identify basic map features
(Title, Key/Legend, Symbols, Scale, Compass Rose,
streets, intersections) and apply map skills to determine
relative locations of buildings and land features on a city
map.
 STEP TWO: What language (function) will the students
need to know and use to achieve the content objective?

Preparing Language Objectives
for Two-Way SIOP Lessons: Function
2. Consider the language functions students will use
in the lesson.
– SWBAT describe relative locations of landmarks
(buildings, roads, parks) on a city map.
– SWBAT explain how to get from one place on a
city map to another by providing step-by-step
directions.

Preparing Language Objectives
for Two-Way SIOP Lessons: Grammar
 Social Studies
 Topic: Map Skills
 Content objective: SWBAT to identify basic map features
(Title, Key/Legend, Symbols, Scale, Compass Rose,
streets, intersections) and apply map skills to determine
relative locations of buildings and land features on a city
map.
 STEP THREE: What language (grammar) will the
students need to know and use to achieve the content
objective?

Preparing Language Objectives
for Two-Way SIOP Lessons: Grammar
3. Identify possible grammar or language structure
connections.
– SWBAT use prepositions/prepositional phrases
to describe relative locations of various
landmarks on a map, such as:
•
•
•

to the North/South/East/West of
across the street from, down the street from
next to, across from, behind

– SWBAT use verbs in the imperative/command
form to explain how to get from one place to
another on a city map.

Summing Up … So Far
 When writing SIOP language objectives, we
should ask ourselves:



What language will students need to know and use to achieve the
content objective?
How can I move my students’ language proficiency forward in
this lesson?



Language function
Grammar and structures

Step 1: Exploring Language Functions
 Each table group will receive an assigned language
function (manila folder).
 As a group, brainstorm how that language function
might be used in each of the four core content areas
(four quadrants).
 Assign a group scribe to list ideas (in English) in the
appropriate quadrants using the blue pen.

Gallery Walk
1. At the signal, each group will move in a clockwise
direction to the next table and view the manila folder.
2. Using the blue pen, add your group’s ideas (in English)
in one or more content area quadrants.
3. At the signal, go on to the next table and do the same.
4. When you return to your own table, review and discuss
additions made by colleagues.

Reflection




How does the explicit focus on language functions
across content areas relate to the development of
higher order thinking skills?
How do students benefit from instruction that explicitly
focuses on language functions across content areas?

Step 2: Exploring Grammar
 As a group, discuss the questions below:


How can I move my students’ language proficiency forward in
this lesson?



Given our assigned Language Function, what grammar and
structures will the students need to use?
What supports (sentence frames, mini-lessons) will I provide to
move my students’ language proficiency forward?

 Identify grammar and structures needed in order for
students to perform the assigned language function
 List ideas on the outside of your manila
folder (in English) using the blue pen.
 How are grammar/structures the same, or
different, across content areas?

The Final Step! Aligning Across Languages
 REVIEW: When writing SIOP language objectives,
we should ask ourselves:



What language will students need to know and use to achieve the
content objective? (vocabulary, language function, grammar)
How can I move my students’ language proficiency forward in
this lesson? (scaffolds, mini-lessons, sentence stems)

 NEW: When writing Two-way SIOP language
objectives, we should also ask ourselves:



What links can students make between the language of this
content area and another? (alignment across content)
What connections can students make between the language
used in this lesson and corresponding usage in the partner
language? (alignment across program languages)

Alignment Across Program Languages
 As a group, analyze the language recorded in your
manila folder and its corresponding language in
Spanish (use green pen to record Spanish
terms/phrases)
– Identify at least three opportunities for students to make
cross-linguistic connections at the word level
– Identify at least one opportunity for students to make a
cross-linguistic connection at the grammar/structure level

 Be prepared to share out one of your findings.

Reflection and Table Discussion


Thinking about your specific Dual Language/Two-Way
Immersion program model …
–
–



How might you use this tool to write language objectives that
are aligned across program languages?
How might you use this tool to write language objectives that
are aligned across content areas?

How do students benefit from instruction that
incorporates language objectives that are aligned across
languages and/or content areas?

Closing Comments
 The implementation of coordinated language
objectives across program languages and/or content
areas greatly depends on program design
 Models for language allocation (by content, by
teacher, by week/day, etc.) will determine which
approaches work best in a given program context
 Writing language objectives can be challenging, so
start small (focus on the simplest implementation
for your program model) and grow from there.
 Good luck!

Objectives Review
 Participants will …
– Identify the purpose, research base, and components of
the Two-Way SIOP Model
– Define metalinguistic awareness and its role in facilitating
the development of bilingualism, biliteracy, and
biculturalism
– Analyze language objectives that use the vocabulary,
language function, and grammar approaches
– Explore a practical approach to creating language
objectives that are aligned across language and/or content

Contact Information

¡GRACIAS!
bkennedy@cal.org

CAL Institutes and Two-Way SIOP PD/Services
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Featuring the Spanish Literacy Institute: May 19-20, 2015
•

•

Designed to provide participants with effective methodologies for teaching
academic language and literacy in Spanish to students in a wide variety of
programs where Spanish is the language of instruction.
Framed by an understanding of Spanish language arts standards and linguistic
features in Spanish.

Visit the full calendar and register at the link below:

www.cal.org/solutions/institutes

