EARLY COLLEGE
A Tradition of Excellence
Preparing Students for College, Career, & Life

Inside
What is the Measure of Success for a
school? Check out how the Early
College is doing.
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The Early College is a very diverse
school environment. Discover who
attends our schools and what it takes
to be successful here.
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Learn how the high school and
college curriculums work together to
give students the opportunity to earn
their high school diploma and
associates degree.
3
Browse Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ’s)

4
Learning transcends the classroom to
help students grow both academically
and personally so they are prepared
for…COLLEGE, CAREER, & LIFE

What is an Early College?
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Early colleges are a blend of public high schools and
community colleges. As part of NC’s College and Career
Promise, Early Colleges are high schools located on
community college campuses. By the time an Early College
student graduates high school, they will have had the
opportunity to earn an associates degree or 2 years of college
tuition free. Currently, there are over 70 Early Colleges
located in North Carolina.

Cabarrus Kannapolis Early College
began with 49 students in 2009 on
the South Campus of RCCC. Since
that time, we have grown to 230 students. Students
pursue either the AA or AS degrees in the College
Transfer Pathway or the AAS degree. Those students
residing within the Kannapolis City Schools
attendance zone must attend this option.

The Camp Discovery experience helps
our newest students adjust to life at
the Early College.
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There is an application and selection
process for rising 9th grade students.

Cabarrus Early College
of Technology is
planned to open in the
Fall of 2016 on the CBTC
Campus of RCCC. The school will have a computer
science and engineering focus. Students will pursue
either the AA or AS degree in the College Transfer
Pathway or the AAS degree.
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The Measures of Success
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Our Students
Often we are asked, “What type of student are you looking for?” The
answer is simple and complex. While the overall mission of all Early
Colleges is to target those students who are first-generation college
completing, those traditionally underrepresented in higher education, or
students at risk for dropping out of high school who may not yet see
themselves as college completers, we have a diverse student population.
ECHS is a school that teaches all it’s courses at the honors level yet, the
majority of our students come to us having not been in the AIG classes in
elementary and middle schools. Some of our students struggled in middle
school and some excelled. The majority of our students, but not all, have
parents that did not get a college degree. Almost half of our students
would not be able to afford college.

Where diversity becomes family.

There is not one type of student that makes up a typical ECHS
student. Whatever their background, successful ECHS students do have
some common traits. They are the ones who are making the decision and commitment to come. They are looking to
accept a bigger challenge academically. And they are looking for a different school environment.
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Curriculum: Where high school and college meet
How can students fit 4 years of high school and 2
years of college into 4/5 years? What does dual
enrollment mean? Who teaches the classes? All of
these are great questions to help understand the
Early College curriculum. First, all Early College
students are dual enrolled with RCCC. This means
they are enrolled both as Cabarrus County Schools
and RCCC students.

Both the Associate in Arts (AA) and Associate in
Science (AS) are designed for those students who
plan to transfer to a four college/university. The
AA degree is a broader degree that allows students
to take a wider range of courses. The AS degree
requires more math and science related courses for
those students planning to pursue majors related to
math and science.

As Cabarrus County Schools students, they must
pass all of the graduation requirements for a high
school diploma. The Early College High School
teachers only teach subjects in English, Math,
Science, Social Studies, and Seminar. All of these
courses are taught at the honors level. The other
credits students need to graduate high school will
be earned through taking college classes. While
most of the college classes will count as elective,
some of the college courses will count as required
high school graduation courses in Health/PE,
World History, and foreign language. College
courses will count towards students’ high school
Grade Point Average (GPA).

The Associate in Applied Science (AAS) degree is a
technical degree where the college classes are
geared toward a specialty area so that students
acquire the specific skills needed for an entry-level
position. Students with an AAS degree can enroll in
a four-year college/university; however, some of
the courses may not transfer. Early College
students have until their junior year to decide on the
AS or AAS degree.

On the college side, students will have to choose
which pathway to follow. The following options are
open to the Early College students:

While the AA and AS degree paths are designed for
students to finish in 4 years, there is a 5th year
option for those students who have not finished
their degree in 4 years. Students who choose the
AAS path will have to stay for the 5th year. Students
will be able to access all the programs regardless of
which Early College they are assigned.
(Cont. pg 4)
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Will my child receive a high school diploma?
A: Yes. As a Cabarrus County high school, each student must
complete all requirements for high school graduation. Students
will receive a traditional high school diploma at graduation.
Q: Will there be bus transportation?
A: Yes. Transportation will be provided just like it is for traditional
high school students.
Q: Do you have a cafeteria?
A: Yes. The Cabarrus County School Nutrition Program provides
both breakfast and lunch like any other school in the county.
Q: Will Driver’s Education be offered at the Early Colleges?
A: Yes. We have a class each semester that meets before school
starts.
Q: Do the Early Colleges follow the same schedule of the
traditional high schools?
A: No. Our school day is from 9am-4pm. In addition, our school
calendar is different from that of the other Cabarrus County
Schools. We generally start around the first of August and end
before Memorial Day. Our different schedule more closely
matches that of RCCC.
Q: Can my child participate in extracurricular activities at another
high school?
A: No. We do not offer band, sports, or JROTC here at the Early
Colleges. Our students are not allowed to go to other schools to
participate because their Early College is their home school.
Q: Are there social activities at the Early Colleges?
A: Yes. We have clubs that meet every week during the school day.
Some of our clubs are the traditional SGA and Yearbook while
others are student initiated like the Performing Arts club. In
addition to our clubs, we have 2 dances a year as well as a Prom.
Q: Can a student transfer to their traditional high school?

A: Students can transfer to the high school they would have
attended only at the end of the school year. However,
please realize that for every one student selected, two
others were not. If a student decides to not stay, their spot
cannot be filled and another student lost out on this
opportunity.
Q: Can a student choose which Early College to attend?
A: Students can list a preference, but the district will decide the
placement.
4

Applied
Associates of
Science
Programs
Computer Technology
Integration
The computer technology integration
(CTI) curriculum prepares graduates
for employment as designers, testers,
support technicians, administrators,
developers, or programmers with
organizations that use computers to
design, process, manage, and
communicate information,
depending on the technical path
selected within this curriculum.

Construction Management
Technology
The construction management
technology curriculum is designed to
prepare students to apply technical
knowledge and skills in the
construction management field. It
prepares students to supervise,
manage, and inspect construction
sites, buildings, and associated
facilities.

Electronic Engineering
Technology
The electronics engineering
technology curriculum prepares
students to apply basic engineering
principles and technical skills in
electrical maintenance and
management or in the design,
planning, construction,
development, and installation of
electrical systems, machines, and
power generating equipment.
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Early College Experience

Academics

It is our goal to provide a place where students are given
the skills necessary to achieve their dreams of college and
adapt to an ever-changing world in the future. Our
classroom instruction is hands-on and problem solving
because we believe that students need to read, write, speak,
and think each class, each day.

Seminar

Seminar is learning that takes place outside of the
classroom and the books. It is a time when students
focus on the other knowledge and skills that will make
them be successful in school and life. They experience
guest speakers, arts performances, and team building
activities.

Field Experiences

We believe that learning does not happen just on a
school campus. Students participate in a variety of
Field Experiences including college visits, community
service, cultural arts activities and team building. In
addition, our students can also participate in overnight
field trips to different location from the sea to
Washington, DC.

Student Life
“Family” is often the word used to describe the environment
at the Early College as we strive to provide opportunities and
activities designed to create a sense of belonging among our
students. Early Colleges have a rich variety of activities and
clubs for our students to be involved in.
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Camp Discovery
Each summer before school
starts, the incoming freshmen
have the opportunity to
participate in Camp Discovery.
It is a four-day experience that is
designed to jump-start the brain
and energize the soul.
The mornings are dedicated to
activities that focus on helping
students get to know each other
and learn teamwork. In the
afternoons, students work
together in groups to complete
academic challenges. Teams
build balsawood bridges, create
Rube Goldberg machines, and

launch water rockets.
During the camp, upperclassmen
act as “Sherpas” or guides
during the week. It is an
excellent leadership opportunity
for them as they learn how to
facilitate groups and mentor the
younger students.
It is truly a great way for the
new freshmen to get to know
their fellow classmates and also
see how we do school at the
Early College.

Application
Students will apply to both Early Colleges with one
application. Applications are available on Early
College website, at the Education Center, and at each
middle school starting January 4, 2016. Students
must turn in completed applications to their middle
school guidance counselor by January 29, 2016.
Private/Home school students must have their
applications sent to the Cabarrus Kannapolis Early
College and postmarked no later than January 29,
2016.
Students will be interviewed as part of the
application process. All applicants will be notified at
the end of February about the date and time of their
interview. Interviews will take place in between
February 22, 2016 and March 18th at the Cabarrus
Kannapolis Early College campus.

A great way to jumpstart the brain and
energize the soul.

Selection
Student applications and interviews will be
scored and total rubric scores provided to the
selection committee members who will make the
final selection based on scores, potential and
demographic balance with the representative
school districts. Students will receive notification
of their selection outcome by mail by March 31,
2016.
While Cabarrus County Schools will try to honor
a student’s first preference in choice of Early
College, the district does reserve the right to make
the final school assignment.
Because of large interest in Early College Program
and the limited number of slots available,
students that are accepted will be expected to sign
a one-year commitment to the school.

