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EACH DAY IS A NEW DAY!   

   Greetings to everyone in the Oppor-
tunity Middle and High School Family 
as we approach new territory and 
deal with the Covid-19 pandemic in 
the best manner possible; one that is 
safe and advantageous for students 
and families.  While you continue to 
learn from home, I encourage you to 
READ and WRITE!!!  The Opportunity 
School vision and guiding principle is 
“A revitalized and re-engaged stu-
dent who is empowered and capa-
ble.”  This vision statement embodies 
our day–to-day practices as we work 
with students with eagerness, enthusi-
asm, and dedication.   We will contin-
ue to assist the school district in pre-
paring responsible, productive citizens 
who have worked to improve their 
academic, behavioral, and emotional 
challenges.  Our continuum of alter-
native services reaches out to proac-
tively target the needs of at-risk stu-
dents with early intervention strate-
gies, character education, highly 

trained and talented teachers and 
staff members, and high quality in-
struction.  As your school leader, I am 
proud to serve the staff and the stu-
dents in a positive manner and my 
role here is to facilitate your educa-
tional and behavioral goals so that 
students are able to transition to their 
home schools for this June 2020. 
Please refer to the District website for 
updates on curriculum and school 
closings.  
           Principal Beverly T. Mack 
 
Special Note: 
      As a former English teacher, I know the 
power of a good book.  It can transport you 
to a world filled with adventure or romance 
or a glimpse into history.  Because of the 
power of a good story to help people escape, 
the staff at our school has created a list of 
their favorites.  
Turn to the next 
page to see what 
your teachers 
love!! 

Mrs. Liz Crawford was chosen as our 2020 Teacher of the Year.   

She has been teaching high school earth science, biology, physi-

cal science, and chemistry at the Opportunity School for the past 

5 years.  She encourages her students to not only learn but to 

learn how to learn  She believes that in order to be successful 

competitive members of society, we need to be life-long learners.  

We need to ask questions, seek answers, analyze our surround-

ings, and formulate innovative solutions. She is a graduate of NC 

State University with a degree in polymer and color chemistry.  

Her enthusiasm for science is apparent not only in her lessons but 

also in the active engagement of her students.  Congratulations! 

Our Teacher of the Year 

Fun fact— 

her students and 

colleagues call her 

the “chicken lady!” 

April 12—Easter 
May 10—Mother’s Day 
 

 

Please note:  School-
related dates are chang-
ing weekly.  To keep up-

to-date, visit the Cabarrus 
County Schools’ website.   
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Escape Through a Good Book! 
During a time of uncertainty, 

one thing is always 
constant — a good book! 

  Here are some 
recommendations from  
the Opportunity staff. 

Mrs. Stiles is a big fantasy 
fan, so her favorites are 
The Night Circus by Erin 
Morgenstern, The Cousins 
O’Dwyer trilogy by Nora 
Roberts, and, of course, The 
Lord of the Rings trilogy by 
J.R.R. Tolkien. 

Mr. Nave’s favorites are Tuesdays 
with Morrie by Mitch Albom, The Al-
chemist by Paulo Coelho, and The 
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger. 

Ms. Mack loves Their Eyes 
Were Watching God by 
Zora Neale Hurston and 
The Chronicles of Nar-
nia series by C.S. Lewis. 

Mr. Brantley’s favorite book 
is The Celestine Prophecy by 
James Redfield. 

Mr. Montgomery couldn’t decide, 
so some of his favorites are The 
Count of Monte Cristo by Alexan-
der Dumas, any book or short 
story written by Charles Dickens,  
The Giver by Lois Lowery, Animal 
Farm & 1984 by George Orwell, 
Lord of the Flies by William Gold-
ing, and The Druid Chronicles se-
ries by Kevin Hearne. 

Mr. Nixon enjoys reading 
Oh the Places You’ll Go by 
Dr. Seuss, Where the Side-
walk Ends by Shel Silver-
stein, and the Autobiog-
raphy of Malcolm X  by Alex 
Hailey and Malcolm X.   

Lone Survivor by Marcus 
Luttrell and Patrick Rob-
inson is Mr. Torres’ favor-
ite book.  After 21 years in 
the Army, are you sur-
prised?  Army Strong!! 

Coach Wilson’s favorite 
books are How I Play Golf 
by Tiger Woods, Can’t Hurt 
Me by David Goggins, and 
Mind Gym by Gary Mack 
and David Casstevens.   

Ms. Scola’s favorite book 
is The Tipping Point by 
Malcom Gladwell.  She 
also loves Simple Abun-
dance by Sarah Ban 
Breathnach, Maniac 
Magee by Jerry Spinelli, 
and Esperanza Rising by 
Pam Muñoz Ryan. 

Just like Ms. Mack, Ms. Crawford also  
loves The Chronicles of Narnia series 
by C.S. Lewis.  She also enjoyed read-
ing The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown.  
But, in grand “Chicken Lady” style, 
she is currently reading Chicken Fact 
or Chicken Poop by Andy Schneider.   
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Celebrating Black History Month 
As a part of our Black Histo-
ry Month celebration the 
middle school students 
went to see the stage play 
Harriet Tubman at Ovens 
Auditorium in uptown Char-
lotte. The play was a stirring 
drama with music that al-
lowed students to share in 
the joys, sorrows, and chal-

lenges Harriet Tubman faced while courageously freeing herself and hun-
dreds of others from the bonds of slavery.  It was a great time for all of the 
students to sing along with the actors and hear a great message about how 
to care for fellow humans. Prior to attending this play students got a chance to see 
the movie Harriet in order to put the play’s information into its proper historical con-
text.  Students really enjoyed the movie and play and had a great deal of conversa-
tions based on her life, slavery, and the state of the country during the late 1800s. Af-
ter the play students had lunch at CiCi’s Pizza. As a culminating activity to Harriet Tub-
man, students had to create a book using Bookcreator.com in which they were thank-
ing Harriet Tubman for freeing them from slavery. Students had to write an actual let-
ter in which they pretended to be a former slave moving from one of the southern 
slave states to one of the northern free states. They had to use factual information 
from class work, the movie, and play to make the letter seem realistic.  

From Plans to Projectiles...Catapults!! 

After receiving a $1000 grant from the Cabarrus 
County Education Fund, middle and high school sci-
ence students participated in an exciting, hands-on 
activity.  Working in groups, the students designed, 
planned, and built a non-motorized launching device 
such as a catapult or trebuchet.  The students had to 
initially build a small-scale model.  The model had to 
be functional and able to launch a grape or marble. 
The final product, built to full-scale,  had to be able 

to launch a basketball the length of a gym 
to knock down a foam building.  In these 
small, cooperative groups, the students 
designed and built the small-scale model 
as a competition. Then, the top 3 designs 
partnered with engineers and/or con-
struction professionals from the commu-
nity to have theirs built to full size and 
compete for the final win.   



Active engagement around 
the glenn 

Ms. Crawford’s Physical Science students 
learned about the parts of an atom and how to 
draw Bohr models calculating the correct num-

ber of subatomic particles. 

Special Commendation! 

Sometimes, the best employees at a school are the  

quiet ones, the ones who take care of things without 

any need for awards or praise.  For the past 7 years, Ms. Betsy 

Bryan has provided exemplary service for the staff and students at the 

Opportunity School.  With her sweet smile and strong dedication, she 

has helped our school with everything from minor printer problems to 

major internet concerns.  She has informed us with workshops that not 

only met county requirements but also gave us creative tools that we 

could use in our classrooms.  As she nears her retirement, we, as the Op-

portunity School staff, want to say a HUGE thank you for all of her help 

and guidance.  In addition, we want to wish her many, many wonderful 

experiences with her grandchildren!!  Love and best wishes, friend!! 

Students in Ms. Mayhew’s ELA clas-
ses created “blackout poems” as a fun 

way to ease into a unit of poetry. The students 
created wonderful works of art that complement-

ed their poems.  

Greetings Phoenix Family and Friends, 
     We hope that you are healthy, safe and following the guidelines put in 
place to combat the COVID-19 outbreak. As some of you understand or 
perhaps have experienced, “social distancing” can present anxiety and 
emotional vulnerability. In an effort to manage the many emotions expe-
rienced during this time and reinforce positive mental health, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have provided a few help-
ful tips that I would like to share with you. 

 
1. Take breaks from watching, reading, or listening to news stories, 

including social media. Hearing about the pandemic repeatedly can 
be upsetting. 

2. Take care of your body. Take deep breaths, stretch, or meditate. 
There are free streaming videos on Facebook or You-tube.  Try to 
eat healthy, well-balanced meals, exercise regularly and get plenty 
of sleep. 

3. Make time to unwind. Try to do some other activities you enjoy, 
such as reading, drawing, journaling, music, art, games, etc. 

4. Connect with others. Talk with people you trust about your concerns 
and how you are feeling. 

 
Parents, there are also a few ways you can provide mental and emotion-
al support for your child. 
1. Take time to talk to them about the COVID-19 outbreak. Allow them 

to ask questions and freely express concerns. This will help with un-
derstanding facts and reinforce healthy coping. 

2. Provide reassurance to your child that he/she is safe. Let them know 
that it is ok to feel overwhelmed, anxious or scared. This is a great 
time for you to share healthy ways you may deal with stress. 

3. Limit their exposure to news coverage, including social media 
(Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram, etc.). It is possible that children 
may misinterpret information and become frightened. 

4. Try establishing a regular routine for your family. If possible, imple-
ment a schedule that provides predictability regarding learning ac-
tivities and free time. 

  
 Please make note: In the unlikely event that you encounter an imminent 
or life-threatening crisis call 911. In addition to 911, you can also contact 
Daymark Mobile Crisis at 866.275.9552  

A Note from Ms. Harris: 


