
Senior Seminar Final:  “The Last Lecture” 
 
The Background: At the beginning of the semester, we watched a 
Professor Randy Pausch gave a version of his “last lecture” on the Oprah 
Winfrey Show. His lecture was then published, and he dedicated his book 
in the following way: “With thanks to my parents who allowed me to 
dream, and with hopes for the dreams my children will have.” There are 
people in each of your lives, like family members, teachers, and friends, 
who want to help you to be successful. Making those dreams a reality 
requires you to be resilient, determined, and empathetic.  
 

 
The Assignment:   
Compose your own “last lecture” that imparts at least three lessons that you have learned and the 
ones you want to “leave” to those left behind at ECHS or back at home as you move on to colleges and 
careers outside of Cabarrus County.  This is not necessarily a “formal essay;” however, please make 
sure your paper is clear, pays attention to grammar conventions, and has an organizational sense 
about it. Your assignment is to write about what your dreams are and how you have demonstrated 
resiliency, determination, and empathy despite the obstacles you may have encountered during your 
high school years (if you have not encountered any obstacles and/or hardships, think about the ones 
you may potentially face moving forward in your educational journey or career). Make sure you are 
comfortable with sharing/speaking about the personal issues you write. Be sure to include what you 
hope for those around you—your family, friends, and other relationships. Use Pausch’s speech as a 
model of what words of wisdom you could leave to the aforementioned people. 
 
Due Date:  This lecture should be at least 550 words, composed in a Google Doc, and shared with 
Ms. Sig by no later than Tuesday, May 2nd, 2017 at 11:59PM.  To share the Doc with me, send it to 
julia.signorelli@apps.cabarrus.k12.nc.us  
 
Tips:   
 
1. Write with purpose. Your writing should be personal and important to you. It is not just a 
collection of words on a page, but something that expresses who you are and what you value, and 
what impression you want to leave for others (purpose, voice, and tone are imperative).  
  
2. Write specific. Focus on the details of your experiences. If you want to talk about your 
neighborhood, focus on one aspect of it and develop the piece of writing with details. Use the 
Narrative Writing Rubric to make sure you master your standards.  
 
3. Write real. Don’t hold back. Do not lie. This is about you and your experiences. Immerse yourself 
in the process and the emotions that may come along with it. If it is not real, do not write it.  
 
4. Write before actually writing. Use your in-class journal as a road map for your final reflection.  
 
Lastly, have a great time with this assignment. This is about you- A reflection of you and who you 
want others to see. Do your best 
 
 

(Rubric on next page) 
 
 
 



 Superior 
5 

Satisfactory 
3 

Not Yet… 
1 

Structure and Content of Written Piece  
• Contains at least three lessons  
• Content is concise, creative, and logically 

organized 
• Smooth progression and sequence of 

ideas/evens that build on one another to 
create a coherent whole and builds toward 
a clear tone and outcome.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Style of Written Piece  
• Uses a variety of sentence structures 
• Employs advanced, concise vocabulary 
• Conveys memories & hopes with precision 

and detail 
• “Shows” more than it tells by incorporating 

sensory language to convey a realistic 
picture of experiences and events 

• May incorporate techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage 
the complexity and importance of the 
writer’s ideas 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Mechanics of Written Piece (4 points max 
each): 

• Writes in complete sentences or designed 
to make sense in fragments (i.e.: poetry, 
rap, etc.) 

• Punctuates correctly 
• Uses correct grammar and spelling 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 Points earned_________/________Total points possible* 
 
*Divide points earned by total points possible to convert to percent grade. 
 
 
 


