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Cabarrus County Schools strives to be an integral part 
of our community. We frequently look for ways to 
partner with government and private agencies to serve 
our students and their families. However, too often, we 
fail to connect with faith-based organizations because 
of perceptions that we may violate the separation of 
church and state. Instead of developing ways to 
overcome these barriers and perceptions, many school 
systems and faith-based organizations simply abandon 
their great intentions and plans because of ignorance. 
Lockhart Early Learning Center is a perfect example of 
how public, private, and faith-based organizations can 
work together to make a community better and 

change the lives of students and their families. 
 
The Lockhart early childhood program preschool is the result of work by four 
incredibly smart and resourceful women. A few years ago, there were about 400 
children on the waiting list for pre-kindergarten in Cabarrus County. There were 
simply not enough seats with the current facilities. The preschool at All Saints 
Episcopal Church had closed (as many have done because of the recession). Rev. 
Nancy Cox, along with Jackie Whitfield, an All Saints parishioner and former CCS 
principal and elementary curriculum director, began to work on a plan for how the 
church could partner to provide preschool seats. They began to work with Ann 
Benfield, executive director of the Cabarrus Partnership for Children, and she 
approached Dr. Tara Nattrass, elementary director for CCS, about examining the All 
Saints space to be used as an early learning site. These four women, along with 
renovation assistance from the Cannon Foundation, saw a need in our community 
and did not quit until they ironed out every wrinkle. 


