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MINUTES 

CABARRUS COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION  

COMMUNITY MEETING  

SEPTEMBER 23, 2014 

 

The Cabarrus County Board of Education held a community meeting on September 23, 2014 

from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the multi-purpose room at Northwest Cabarrus Middle School. Board 

Members in attendance were Board Chair Blake Kiger, Vice-Chair Barry Shoemaker, Mrs. 

Carolyn Carpenter, Mr. David Harrison, Dr. Jeff Phillips, Mr. Lynn Shue and Mr. Rob Walter. 

Also in attendance were Superintendent Dr. Barry Shepherd and Board Clerk Ailene Monroe.  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board Chair Blake Kiger. Chairman Kiger acknowledged 

Cabarrus County Sheriff’s Deputy Andrew Dollar for providing security for the meeting.  

 

SETTING THE AGENDA  

A motion was made by Mr. David Harrison and seconded by Mr. Rob Walter that the agenda be 

approved as presented. The motion was unanimously approved.  

 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS DIALOG WITH THE BOARD 

Board Chair Blake Kiger noted that the format of this meeting would allow for more interactive 

discussion with the Board. Chairman Kiger called for a show of hands from members of the 

audience who wished to address the Board.  

 

The following speakers addressed the Board:  

 

Ms. Cindy Fertenbaugh – Ms. Fertenbaugh noted that $118,000 has been raised by the parents in 

the Northwest Cabarrus community, through grants, matching grants and donations, for the 

refurbishing of the track. Ms. Fertenbaugh asked that the Board provide a full matching 

contribution of $118,000 so that remaining work, such as fencing, ADA accessibility, bleachers, 

parking, bathrooms and lighting could be completed.  

 

Ms. Angela Beaver – Ms. Beaver asked that consideration be given to providing funding to 

complete the basics, such as fencing to protect their investment and handicap accessibility. Ms. 

Beaver noted that Northwest Cabarrus hopes to be able to host track meets and this will require 

adequate bathroom facilities and handicap accessibility at a minimum. Ms. Beaver noted they 

have estimates for most of the items needed to complete the work at the track.  

 

Mr. Brad Dickerson – Mr. Dickerson expressed concerns with his daughter’s eighth-grade class 

watching the TV miniseries “Roots” in her social studies class, as he felt it was an inappropriate 

means for the teacher to get a point across.  

 

Ms. Toni Caldwell – Ms. Caldwell asked for equity in the offering of foreign language offerings 

at the middle schools, noting that Northwest Cabarrus Middle School has no foreign language 

courses, while other middle schools have two different programs.  
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Ms. Lynn Taylor – Ms. Taylor, a resident of Iredell County, expressed concern with the number 

of embedded assessments in Common Core in North Carolina.  

 

Ms. Missy Jones – Ms. Jones, a resident of Mount Pleasant, expressed concerns with Common 

Core and its negative impact on students; Ms. Jones also expressed concerns with the new 

curriculum for Advanced Placement US History courses.   

 

Board Chair Blake Kiger thanked those who came in to address the Board and thanked 

Northwest Cabarrus Middle School for hosting the meeting.  

 

ADJOURNMENT  

A motion was made by Mr. Rob Walter and seconded by Mrs. Carolyn Carpenter that the 

meeting be adjourned. The motion was unanimously approved. The meeting adjourned at 8:00 

p.m.  

 

APPROVED ON OCTOBER 13, 2014:  

 

 

 

Blake Kiger     Dr. Barry C. Shepherd 

Board Chair     Superintendent  

 

 

 

 


