
Mark Your Calendars 
 
April: 
11th:   Restaurant Night, Sweet Frogs 5-8pm 
15th:   Spirit Day; 3-5 Honor Roll Assembly 
28th:   Field Day; Skate Night, Frye’s Roller Rink 6:30pm 
30th:   WHES 5K 
 
May: 
4th:    Boosterthon Kick-off 
5th:    Progress Reports 
13th:  Boosterthon Fun Run 
19th:  PTO Meeting, K-2 Performance 7pm 
25th:  Restaurant Night, Chick-fil-A 5-8pm 
25th:  EOGs 
26th:  EOGs 
30th:  Memorial Day (no school) 
 
June: 
1st:    EOGs 
2nd:   Restaurant Night, Sweet Frogs 
6th:    1st and 2nd Grade Awards 
7th:    3rd and 4th Grade Awards 
8th:    Last Day of School/ Early Dismissal 
 

WHES Clubs 
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Golden Globe Awards 
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Brian Dulin 
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Teacher of the Month 
*Sponsored by Afton Tavern 

 

Teacher Spotlight 

2015-2016 Exhibition- Sharing the Planet 
 

Our fourth grade students are piloting WHES Wildcat 
Clubs this year.  Our first meeting was held March 23rd 
during students’ specials time.  All fourth grade students 
were able to participate in a club.  Students were given a 
choice from among 19 diverse clubs.  Club options ranged 
from Spirit Rock Painting to Pilates.  Overall, WHES 
Wildcat Clubs were a huge success, and we are looking 
forward to our next meeting on June 7th! 

The Exhibition is the exit project for all students in their final 
year of the Primary Years Programme. This year our Exhibition 
was held on March 4th. Students worked in small groups to 
research an environmental issue and publish their findings. 
Students used digital tools to create visual aids and presented 
their information to the school community. Environmental 
issues explored included air pollution, ocean pollution, 
recycling, endangered species, limited resources, deforestation 
and climate change. Students also took action by creating an 
awareness of the environmental issues they researched. Actions 
included asking attendees to sign petitions and pledges to 
recycle more, drive less, and conserve energy. Each year, the 
Exhibition is a celebration of learning from kindergarten to 5th 
grade and an opportunity for students to showcase the skills 
they have developed. 
 
 



 
 

Weddington Hills Elementary School performed Disney’s The 
Little Mermaid Jr. on February 4th, 5th, and 6th. Thursdays’ 
performances were for the students and staff of the school. Friday 
and Saturday’s performances were sold out in only four days!  

The cast of 98 third, fourth, and fifth grade students rehearsed 
twice a week for five months. The production consisted of 15 
songs embedded in 20 scenes amidst the backdrops of a castle, 
Triton’s Court, Ursula’s Lair, and Ariel’s Grotto. Each student 
performed in a custom-designed costume created by parent 
volunteers, Mrs. Jennifer Parsley and Mrs. Debby Duncan. This 
was WHES’ sixth musical production. It was a wonderful 
experience shared by the administration, staff, students, and 
parents with the support of the community. The production was 
aided by donations and support of Lowes’ Home Improvement, 
Cabarrus Arena, Afton Tavern, Cabarrus County Schools, and 
others. Photos were taken by Mike Dickerson, Six Cents 
Photography.  

Little Mermaid Jr. 
 

Odyssey of the Mind 
 

Congratulations to our Battle of the Books Team on their district 
competition.  These fourth and fifth grade students read eighteen 
books from the official Battle of the Books list.  We met from the 
beginning of the school year and practiced answering questions 
about the books.  On the competition day, the team battled with 
five different schools. Each battle contained three rounds.  We 
had a great day celebrating reading and readers!   

Want to read some great books from the Battle of the Books? 
Check out the list at 

http://www.ncslma.org/assets/docs/EBOB/eboblist2015-16.pdf 

IB Buddies 
 

Elementary Battle of the Books 
 

Odyssey of the Mind is an international education program that 
challenges students to approach problems with creative problem-
solving strategies.  Four teams of students represented 
Weddington Hills at this year’s March 5th Regionals Competition 
with Team One placing third for their problem! Congratulations, 
Wildcats! 

Team One: 
Coaches: Kelly Donahue and Melissa Sterka 
Students: Gracelyn Donahue, Jessica Fan, Kaden McConnell, Alyssa 
Padilla, Jack Sterka, and Alice Zong 
Team Two: 
Coaches: Michelle McCartan and Amy Smith 
Parent Support: Kellie Lewis 
Students: Elliot Fisher, Alex Le, Jordyne Lewis, Kendall Lewis, Brodie 
McCartan, Derrick Nass, Sawyer Anne Smith 
Team Three: 
Coaches: Larry Ostema and Kathy Springer 
Coach Support: Rhonda Newhouse 
Parent Support: Mary Beth Griffin and Lindsay Schumacher 
Students: Aubrey Griffin, Madeline Newhouse, Charlotte Ostema, 
Ashley Tarlton, Alex Walker, Drew Waller, Abby Zagar 
Team Four: 
Coaches: Stewart Clement and Safiya Nelson 
Students: Thomas Corriher, Katelyn Fox, Eric Guo, Landon Hicks, Joi 
Nelson, Zy’Onni Turner 
 

Music in our School  
 

March was music in our schools month. Throughout the month, 
students reflected on how music made them feel. Music education 
is so important for the whole student as it caters to all people. 
Music gives us confidence as it teaches us about discipline, 
teamwork, and cultural awareness.  
 
In honor of music in our schools month, we invited a few guest 
musicians to come and perform for our students. Zach came in 
and taught us about the guitar and how it started off as a way for 
him to grow closer with his father but ended up changing his life. 
Nick showed us how the trombone works and explained how 
learning music was so important to him. 
 
 

This year our K-3 classes have partnered with Concord High 
School students in a program titled “IB Buddies”. This is the first 
year of the program’s implementation and has been a great way to 
connect both of our IB schools. These 28 high school buddies 
come to the classrooms twice a month to work with our students 
in all subject areas. Not only do these buddies help the students 
academically but also provide support as mentors to many of our 
students. Both our own students and the high school students have 
benefited from this partnership.  


