From the Administration

Dear Parents,

As stated in my Connect-Ed call of a couple of weeks ago, | will be leaving Con-
cord Middle School in early January. | have been given the opportunity to lead
Hickory Ridge Middle School slated to open next August. It is a bittersweet time
for me as | leave the Concord Middle students, staff and parents. | want to thank
all of you for supporting the school and my leadership during my time here.

During my tenure we have initiated some important changes to improve the
school. Areas of improvement included:

9 Restructuring the discipline plan improved the school atmosphere while sig-
nificantly reducing discipline referrals, student time in suspension and days
missed from instruction while on suspension.

i Establishing a sustained silent reading time of 25 minutes a day. This time
has the potential of providing 75 hours a year of uninterrupted reading for each
student. The best way to develop an increased vocabulary is to just plain read.

i Reigniting the team concept which is important to provide middle school stu-
dents a sense of belonging.

i Training the faculty on the nine research-based high yield instructional strate-
gies to enable improved instructional effectiveness.

1 Working with the PTSO to improve both its financial health and focus to im-
prove the school.

Organizing our teachers into professional learning communities to create a cul-
ture of data driven decision-making and committing to the idea of learning for all
students.

It has always been my goal to leave this school better then | found it; | hope that
proves to be the case. It has indeed been an honor to serve this school commu-
nity.

As of the deadline for this newsletter, my successor has not been named. As |
leave, | make two promises to all. First, | will invest the time necessary to ensure
a smooth transition for Concord Middl

great to be a Miner!!! C@

Sincerely,
Jim Carroll
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PTSO NEWS

PTSO Presidentdés Message

Greetings from your CMS PTSO Board!!

I donét know about you, but | CANNOT believe the c
world did the time go?? We hope that the first half of the school year has proved to be a pleasant
and productive experience for your student.

Your PTSO has been busy | ately. We have discussed
projects to help support financially. Thanks to the support and generosity of the Concord Middle

School family of students, parents and friends in the forms of PTSO membership donations and

fundraising participation, we are able to help in many areas. We purchased the agendas given to

each student at the start of the year. Our school nurse now has a comfortable first aid couch in her

office T just in time for flu season! We provide $1 per child to the Cabarrus Arts Council to bring the

arts to the students in the form different performances throughout the year. This year we are provid-

ing each 6teacher groupd (like 6th, 7th, and 8th g
cultural arts; etc.) with a $50 stipend with which they can purchase additional educational and en-

richment materials for their classes. All of this is possible because of your generous support. It

coul dndét be done without you!

MINER CAFE is another exciting opportunity on the CMS horizon! Elsewhere in this newsletter you
will find more information on this after-school studying opportunity, but the parents at CMS can help
with this program, too. The Café runs on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:05 until 5:00 pm in the
CMS computer lab. There are staff members on hand but, considering the popularity of this pro-
gram last year, more help will be needed. This help from parent volunteers would come in the form
of their time and willingness to help students with their homework. The more teachers and parents
the Café has, the more individualized attention the students can receive. Please consider this op-

a

r

portunity as a great way to assist in the education

foryou,and agreathelptoachildii n ot her worMisnd.i t 6Fseed d&Wiere t o cont

ten at david.masten@cabarrusl.k12.nc.us for more information.

Please watch for an upcomingfi | s sues wi tdrveTAraurs this 8nie of year, the class-
rooms are always running short on tissues and we will be collecting tissues at the morning drop-off
line to distribute to the classes. We did this last year and it was highly successful and MUCH AP-
PRECIATED by all!

Krispy Kreme donuts will be making another appearance at a morning drop-off line near you!! Fri-
day, January 15, 2009 is the date. $5 per dozen is
for the weekend?? Once againé once theydre gone,

Please know that you all are welcome to attend any and all CMS PTSO meetings. These are typi-
cally held on the 4™ Monday of each month (except December) at 7:30 pm in the media center. We
welcome your opinions and input!

On a final note, we would like to thank Mr. Jim Carroll for his years of service to Concord Middle
School. We will miss him but wish him all the best on this new and exciting step in his career with
Cabarrus County Schools. But remember, Mr. Carroll, once a Miner, always a Miner!!

Sincerely,
Lynn Takla ltakla@carolina.rr.com
Debi Wright trueqirlscout@aol.com

CMS PTSO Co-presidents 2009-2010
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CMS Student Council }6
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Our student council follows a strict set of goals and objectives outlined

by the NC General Assembly and the North Carolina Association of
Student Councils. While they are still children, we strive to help them
become even better citizens who continually seek to be a service to
others. Good behavior is critical to being a service to others and for representing our school,
community, and state as a delegate. Please let us know when a student on council begins to
falter. We want to correct small issues before they become major problems.

For those of you unfamiliar with student council, let us tell you a bit about who they are and
what they do. Please understand that our council is a service organization and NOT a club.
There are more requirements and guidelines than you would imagine and the students do so
much more than host dances and set up pep rallies. Away from our school, they facilitate
breakout sessions, teach workshops, and conduct meetings at the state, district, and national
levels. They often teach at the high school level across the country, and they pay their own
way, often earning their own money to do it. You would be so proud of how well they repre-
sent Concord Middle School. They are known, by name, in Washington, D.C. at the NASSP
headquarters.

The Concord Middle School Student Council is one of the most active councils in the state
and nation. They have won numerous awards and honors, including: SASC Most Out-
standing Project of the Year 2007, SASC Most Outstanding Junior Level Student Award
2007, National Difference Maker Award 2006, NCASC Clinton Blake Honor Council Award
2004-2008, and the National Gold Council of Honor Award 2007. In addition, CMS has one
of only two middle school students in the United States who served on the NASC Executive
Board. The rest of the board consists of six high school students and eight adults. They
make decisions for student government associations across the country.

We are committed to making CMS the best school possible. Let us know where we can im-
prove our service to you. We welcome your comments.

aCulty an a econ uarter birtnaays

V. Cowart Nov. 2 :E“\ B. Gascoigne Dec. 15
T. Klutz Nov. 5 (™ N.Thomas Dec. 18
J. Davis Nov. 10 QD o G.wassel Dec. 25
C. Muolo Nov. 20 '-c ~w S. Cox Dec. 26
W. Poarch Nov. 27 "J .=~  N.Ferguson Dec. 30
M. Augustyn Nov. 29 == ..~  W.Johnson Dec. 31
J. Koceja Nov. 29 i S. Moore Jan. 1
S. Clifford Dec. 3 je>] F. Udu Jan. 1
K. Wattley Dec. 5 —_ A. Watson Jan. 5
A. Richie Dec. 8 — R. Lehning Jan. 19
L. Griffin Dec. 13 —_— D. Knorr Jan. 22
P. Lowrance Dec. 13 >~ R. Hampton Jan. 27
J. Carroll Dec. 14 Q) >N C. Waskiewicz Jan. 31
K. Carpenter Dec. 15 §< % \
© I— ~ %
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Miner Café

We are excited about the beginning of our Miner Café this month. Miner Café is an after-
school opportunity for all students to enhance study skills, to receive peer and/or teacher-led tutor-
ing, and to complete homework. Miner Café is run by your own CMS teachers, and is free to all
who are interested. We meet every Tuesday and Thursday from 4:00-5:00 p.m. Students should
come prepared with their homework, textbooks, pens/pencils, and an optional snack. We cannot
provide transportation, so please be sure that arrangements are made for students to be picked up
by 5:00 p.m. There is no need to sign up for Miner Café, so students are welcome to come at any
time, even if they have not been before. We look forward to seeing you there.

One Life

One life started the week before Thanksgiving and will continue through the third quarter. We are
focusing on child soldiers throughout the month of December. In many parts of the world, children
are forced to fight in armed conflicts. This not only affects the children who are fighting, but also
negatively impacts the entire society in which these children live. We are looking at film, memoirs,
and articles to learn about and discuss these issues. We will finish the month by discussing the
value of raising awareness and the importance of spreading the news about needs in our world.

Technology Article

Do you wish to improve your technical skills or attend a workshop without ever leaving your
home? Atomic learning is for you. Kannapolis City Schools has granted us access to this web
based library of knowledge until May 2010. They acquired this through a grant and have gra-
ciously invited all of the Cabarrus community to enjoy the video tutorials and access to a wealth of
knowledge on just about any software program or instructional application imaginable. You can
learn how to use Google Earth, Microsoft spreadsheets, Dreamweaver's web development tools
and many many more. You can access the site at http://www.atomiclearning.com/ and the user-
name is kannapoliscs and password is atomic. Please take the opportunity to fine tune your skills
or acquire new skills. This access can be used by adults and students alike so take a look and
see what learning opportunity awaits at atomic learning.

W Save the Date for the

second Krispy Kreme Doughnut Sale of the Year!

When: Friday, January 15th during the morning drop-off (Grab & Go!!)
Cost: $5.00 per dozen (original glazed doughnuts) - Please have exact
change (Cash only) to keep the line moving.
Where: We will be selling along Parent Drive. Just pull over, pay, and
head home or to the office with hot, fresh doughnuts.
Don't be tardy! Quantities are limited


http://www.atomiclearning.com/
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CMS Angel Tree

The Angel Tree program helps connect families who are struggling fi-
nancially during the holidays with people who would like to help.

If you think your family would be interested in adopting an angel from
the Angel Tree please contact Ms. Watson or Mr. Ferguson.

There are 20 little angels in need of homes. Gifts are due next Friday
December18™ Pl ease donét forget to sigr

Wishing you a healthy holiday season,

The CMS PTSO Board

Cabarrus\Kannapolls Applications available on the

Lﬂ( \ Early College High School E:élg College High School home

D

Located on the South Campus of RCCC, Early College High School is a tuition-free program in
which high school students will earn a high school diploma and up to two years of college transfer
credit.

Students must enroll in the Early College as 9th graders. Over the next four to five years, they take a
combination of rigorous high school classes and college courses.

The high school courses are taught by the Early College High School staff, while the college courses
are taught by RCCC instructors. In most college courses, Early College students take their courses
along side regular RCCC students.

The goal of the Cabarrus-Kannapolis Early College High School (C-KEC HS) admissions process is
to select and admit a diverse group of academically capable students who have a genuine interest in
pursuing this unique and rigorous program focused on Associate in Arts and Associate in Science
degrees. Applications and accompanying documentation of prospective applicants will be reviewed
by the Admissions Team. All students will be evaluated based on specific admissions elements out-
lined and approved by the local school districts, the Department of Public Instruction and the New
Schools Project of North Carolina.

Due Date: No later than 3:00pm, January 20, 2010 (Applications received after this date will only
be reviewed if there are any openings available)
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DEPARTMENT NEWS

Greetings from Chorus !

The 7th and 8th grade Chorus classes are gearing up for their concert on December
21 at 7:00 pm in the LGIA. Students have focused on the elements of music which
makes a strong ensemble. As a reminder, students will remain at school on the 21st
for Dress Rehearsal. A huge thank you to parents offering to help make sure the re-
hearsal goes smoothly and students are fed a light meal.

6th grade Intro to Chorus classes have been studying the mechanics of singing and composing
their own raps and performing them for the class. In the middle of 2nd semester, 6th grade will
begin signing up for their Encore classes for 7th grade. If you have questions about the Choral
Program at CMS, stop by for a visit or contact Mrs. Ritchie through email or voicemail.

Thanks to parents, teachers and friends, the fall fundraiser was successful. It has enabled Mrs.
Ritchie to purchase music/materials for the March 23 Arts Night performance. ( More to come on
this event.)

News from the Art Department

Sixth grade art students are beginning the rotation by drawing unassisted self-portraits that docu-
ment their present drawing skills. Students will be required to create another self-portrait on the
last day of the 6 week rotation. These two self-portraits will be compared to show student achieve-
ment in ART!!!I! Next week in art class, we will focus on contour line drawing, eye-hand coordina-
tion, and observation skills. Sixth graders, get ready to improve your drawing skills!

Seventh grade art students are currently working on 4 projects. Students will create:

1) A cartoon character self-portrait in which students exaggerate facial features to make them-
selves into a character in a cartoon strip, an anime character, or an avatar. (Using chalk pastels)
2) An expressionist self-portrait showing extreme emotion. (Using oil pastels)

3) A realistic self-portrait using the Photo/ Grid/ Transfer method of enlarging. (Using graphite
ONLY)

4) A composition using one-point perspective. (Student chooses art medium)

Seventh grade students also have work on display in the media center window and outside the
art room. Please come by and see the acrylic self-portrait paintings done "PICASSO" style! They
really look GREAT! Mrs. Lehning is so proud of her students!

In Advanced Art class we have had the opportunity to explore and create all varieties of art. Our

projects range from simple acrylic painting to sculpting mythical creatures. Some of our most no-

table projects are our ceiling tiles. Each student picks a famous art piece by a well-known artist

and paints it on a ceiling tile to hang up in the art room. Each student is also required to do two

individual projects that have to take a minimum of 18 hours to create. We have been painting a

mural on the softball dugouts and we have completed two small murals in the office which are mo-

tivational quotes. The quote in the main office states fiLearn E
Can, From Anyone You Can, Weane alsh tearring to throvdand glageu Can . 0
pots on the potterds wheel with the help of Mrs. Me a



DEPARTMENT NEWS

News from the Athletic Department...

The CMS P.E. department is winding down this semester. We look forward to

meeting our new students in January. )

Please prepare your child for P.E. by purchasing a Master combination lock
for them to use in P.E. We will sell uniforms and assign lockers during the
first week of the new semester. We hope the weather will cooperate with us
this next semester so we can include all of our outdoor units.

We have enjoyed watching tumbling routines, "future" Michael Jordans, bowling wizards, and vol-
leyball stars. CMS students continue to amaze us and make each day an adventure!

Step Team
The Concord Middle School Step Team will be performing at home basketball
games. Please come out and support these young ladies.

"If students do not learn the way we teach them, we must teach them the way they learn."-
Anonymous

Tl iy

First in

&tien;::fﬁng*” M ATH

OMLINE PROGRAM

ca Online School Edition




MEDIA NEWS

L

3
BATTLE OF THE BOOKS i@,—ﬁ

We now have our Battle Team. Everyone is reading!
We look forward to the County Battle on March 19™.

AR

Every month, we post the top point earners on our Media Center window.
Hopefully, this encourages our students to strive for more.

We give prizes at the end of the school year as we have in the past. This gives
the students something to work toward.

Good Luck!

Book of the Month

LITTLE BROTHER

il i

CORY DOCTOROW

g tale of techno.geek re
SCOTT WESTERFELD

Books can be dangerous. The best ones should be labeled

AThi s
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In the Media Center
We have Mrs. Lowr anc
display at this time in the Media Center. Her
students have worked hard using their math
skills, imagination and creativity while making
these displays. Channel 21 and our school
webpage will post s
pictures.
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T EACHERGS TURN

Career Decisions

The new rotation of sixth graders in Mrs.
Voncannon's Career Decisions class have
been studying self-confidence and self-
esteem. They have watched a DVD entitled,
"Developing Self-Confidence", read a maga-
zine article, "The Highs and Lows of Self-
Esteem, made a collage which illustrated
what a confident person looks like, and wrote
complete sentences using the letters in the
word CONFIDENCE to start their sen-
tences. Each sentence had to describe one
step the students could take to improve their
own self-confidence. Our next unit of study
will include careers in the food industry. The
students will be learning about kitchen safety
and actually preparing foods in the kitchens.

Mr. Daly is now on the third rotation of sixth
graders through the Tech Lab. Students be-
gan the new rotation with surveys of the
things they like to do and the things they're
good at. Next we will look at jobs where stu-
dents could combine their talents and inter-
ests to make a successful career.

Exploring Life Skills

The Exploring Life Skills class is presently
working on their sewing projects. The stu-
dents are constructing nylon back packs
which they will be able to use to carry gym
clothes, books, and other items to

school. They have learned the parts of the
sewing machine, how to thread it, how to
sew forward and backward, and how to
pivot. Most of the students have a new re-
spect for this skill since it has proven to be a
little more difficult than they thought it would
be. Our projects should be complete and
ready to take home before the winter

break. When the students return in January,
we will finish the semester with a unit on
child care and consumerism.

10

8" Grade Science

In 8" grade science we are finishing up our
unit on water. Next, we will study how the
earth has changed over time. Be on the
lookout for information regarding

projects. We are encouraging our students
to take care of their science materials,
whether it is notes, labs, tests, etc. as we
will use them later in the year when we
review for our science end of grade

test. As they clean out their binders of
these materials, please provide them a
safe place to put them where they can be
found at a later date.

Technology

Mr . D &"land 8"sgrade Technology
classes are wrapping up their fifth rotation in
the Synergistic technology modules. Stu-
dents have been working on their choice of
projects, including robotics, dragster design
and assembly, audio broadcasting, rocketry,
architecture, mechanical drawing and elec-
tricity.




